DOMESTIC VIOLENCE CRISIS SERVICE

Position Paper on Children and Young People

The objectives of DVCS are to address violence and abuse in personal relationships and to promote respect and fairness in personal relationships. 

DVCS recognises that the majority of people subjected to violence and abuse in personal relationships are women and children and that children are particularly vulnerable. 

     
DVCS is guided by the professional responsibilities and obligations we have toward all clients of the service, but particularly toward those children and young people whose lives are adversely impacted by domestic violence.  

An awareness of children’s vulnerable status and the adverse impact of domestic violence on the lives and opportunities of children and young people drives our professional responsibilities and obligations toward the protection, promotion and prioritization of children and young people’s safety, well-being and rights. To this end, DVCS is strongly committed to working with all children and young people who are subjected to, witness or use violence.

In keeping with evidence-based-best-practice, DVCS also seeks to actively understand and address the multi-causal factors that contribute to domestic violence and the impact this can have on the lives and opportunities of children and young people.  Here DVCS recognizes that while not all children and young people exposed or subjected to domestic violence will go on to use violence - or engage in violent relationships – it is an unfortunate consequence that many do.  

Here too, the reasons underlying the use of violence by children and young people are also multi-causal and unique to each individual.   Not all children or young people who use violence come from a domestic violence background.  Therefore, as a means to address the multiple causes and consequences of domestic violence, DVCS actively promotes a child-centred approach throughout all facets of service delivery to children and young people, including our early intervention and outreach programs, crisis intervention and on-going support services.
DVCS sits firmly with the view that a future without violence depends on fostering safe environments and building valued relationships with the most vulnerable members of our society – children and young people.  This view highlights the greater obligation we all have to work toward the promotion of safe, stable and loving environments that nurture and value children.  One of the central challenges to DVCS is to actively seek ways to engage and support children and young people (and where appropriate their families) to imagine new possibilities for a future without violence and to invite greater reflection and responsibility for the actions and choices we all make in our interactions and relationships with others.    

To meet these challenges DVCS takes a clear and proactive position in relation to our work with children and young people. 

This position is informed by the following key considerations: 

· Children are individuals, not merely extensions of their parents and they have hopes, dreams, fears, feelings, ideas, personal resources, knowledges, entitlements and reactions just as adults do. 

· Research has clearly demonstrated that children can be acutely affected by domestic violence in the short, medium and long term even when they are not the direct victims of the violence

· Children and young people have less personal agency than adults and services dealing with children should consider the implications of this when determining their policies and practices in relation to working with children. 

In acknowledging that our work with children and young people affected by domestic violence assumes priority, DVCS also recognises that tensions can arise in our work with children and young people who use violence – yet are also subjected to violence within the family home.  The use of violence by children and young people within their family relationships is not viewed in isolation from the broader family/social context.  In situations where children and young people use violence – and are subjected to domestic violence - prioritising the child or young persons’ safety is considered paramount.  
Once the safety of the child or young person (and all other parties) is established, DVCS seeks to actively and respectfully work with the entire family in ways that invite new possibilities to relate without violence and to strengthen family relationships.  DVCS works with families to identify and use their strengths to better support each other – and in particular to support the child or young person using violence.  Where work with the family is not possible, DVCS actively seeks ways to engage and support the child or young person to build on their strengths and resources.  This may involve the commitment of other support services through referral, advocacy and the provision of on-going support. 
· DVCS takes its duty of care to the safety and wellbeing of children and young people very seriously. This sees DVCS making a report to Child Protection Services when we encounter a child whose safety and wellbeing are threatened. DVCS positions itself strongly on the side of safety and well-being for children and young people.

· DVCS undertakes education programs in schools and colleges in relation to domestic violence and healthy relationships.

· DVCS has a dedicated Children and Young People Focus Worker whose role is to ensure that the wellbeing and safety needs of children and young people affected by domestic violence in the ACT are highlighted and prioritised in all aspects of DVCS client service delivery and that DVCS maintains leading practice in its work with children and young people. 

· DVCS has entered into a Community Inclusion Funded partnership with Office of Children, Youth and Family Support to specifically address the needs of children and young people aged between 8 and 16 (while prioritising those  aged between 8 &12) who have been identified as using violence in their families.  This is with a view to;

· maximising the safety of adults, children and young people affected by domestic violence; 

· minimising  the risk of social exclusion for those children and young people who use violence;

· providing hope to children and young people who have used violence by inviting and supporting them to imagine new and different possibilities for themselves and their lives; and, 

· encouraging and supporting children and young people to make positive choices about their own relationships and behaviours.

· DVCS is committed to comprehensive and regular staff training to underpin its commitment to prioritising working with children and young people. 

While DVCS sits comfortably with its commitment to prioritising children and young people in relation to its work in the DV area, this priority has not always been assigned. Our journey to fully embracing, prioritising and resourcing a commitment to working with children and young people grew in many ways from the tension arising from placing less emphasis on these clients. As a result, in the late 1990s we actively reviewed our policies and practices and have continued to build our skills, focus and resources in relation to this client group since then. 

DVCS is committed to working actively with children and young people who epitomise the politics of domestic violence in our society in that they represent a very vulnerable and potentially invisible group. 

